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Bronze Award FAQ’s
Do I need council to sign off on my troop’s Bronze Award projects?

No, council does not sign off on the Bronze Award projects. Bronze Award projects are approved and deemed completed by the troop leader.
Who is the Project Advisor?

The project advisor can be an expert in the community who has knowledge of the area that your troop chose to address. They can be a great resource to the girls during their planning phase. Please note that it would be best if the project advisor is not a parent associated with the troop. 

Where do I send my troops final report forms?

Please send your troop final report forms to the Bronze Award Specialist at:

Girl Scouts San Diego

Attn:  Bronze Award Specialist
1231 Upas Street
San Diego, CA 92039-5199
Why do I need to turn in a copy of my troop’s report forms?

Bronze Award projects are approved and deemed completed by the troop leader. Report forms are used by council to track participation and recognize girls who have completed the process and earned the award. We send each girl a certificate and letter of congratulations from council within 6-8 weeks (unless otherwise specified on report forms). This process helps council keep track of how many girls are earning their Bronze Awards and enables us to celebrate the accomplishment with you!

Note:  Please keep a copy of the report for your records. Originals will not be returned. 
When do I get the Bronze Award pins?

After you (the troop leader) sign off and submit the Final Reports, the girls have earned their Bronze Award. At this time, you can go to any council store and purchase patches and/or pins. 
My daughter wants to complete the Bronze Award but none of the rest of her troop is interested can she do it on her own?

Yes, your daughter can do the Bronze Award project without the support of her troop however, it is important that she still make her team, one that includes other fourth and fifth grade girls. The Bronze Award is designed to be a girl-led, team project! Please see below for further explanation.
My daughter wants to do a different project than the rest of her troop; can she work on her project separately?

Before choosing to ‘go it alone,’ we remind you that the Girl Scout Bronze Award is meant to be a team experience for a troop or group of Girl Scout Juniors. Team work encourages cooperative learning, which includes learning how to work through challenges and resolve conflicts as a group. We ask that she try to work with her troop to come to a compromise before she decides to do her own project. 

If she is unable to compromise, then she will still need to make her own team, one that includes other fourth and fifth grade girls. If there are no Girl Scouts in a girl’s neighborhood, then she can connect with other girls her age, including non-Girl Scouts who may want to join Girl Scouts. Team work is essential to the Bronze Award, thank you for respecting that. 
The website says she needs to complete 20 hours, is that true? What if we finish the project in 15 hours?
Bronze award projects are approved and deemed completed by the troop leader. This means that the troop leader has final say on when the project is complete. That being said, we request that you examine the Bronze Award project and make sure she has completed every component – did she explore what creating lasting change could look like? 
A couple ideas for creating lasting change include identifying and addressing the root cause and adding an education component. For example, the girls could do a presentation at their school or community center, educating their peers or the general public about their issue of choice. They could also make their support of their issue sustainable by starting a club at school or getting their school to participate in their project on a yearly basis. Adding these components may help fill the last five hours of the project and result in your girls to having a more meaningful experience.

We want to volunteer at the race for life for our project is that ok?
This is a great example of a service project! The spirit of the Bronze Awards is that girls are empowered to develop their own, girl-led Take Action Projects. These should be more than service projects (such as collection drives, beach clean-ups, volunteering for an existing event, etc). Please encourage the girls to not only explore their community to find an issue that they are passionate about, but to also identify the root cause of that issue and address the issue in a way that creates lasting change.
 Note:  At the Bronze Award level, girls are only expected to understand what sustainability means. It is their choice on whether or not to make sure their projects create lasting change. We hope they will give it a shot!
What is the difference between Take Action and a service project?
A Take Action Project is a project that addresses the root cause of an issue and has a lasting and sustainable impact on the community it serves. It should identify and address the root cause, should be sustainable, measurable and include an educative component. In brief, a Take Action Project is completed with a community. 

Some examples of Take Action Projects are in the Girl Scout Bronze Award Girl and Adult Volunteer Guide booklets and in the Girl’s Journey books! Or check out Map It! Girls Changing the World, an interactive map created by GSUSA to share great examples of Take Action and other Higher Award projects from around the country!

A service project helps an existing organization or group provide a service for a community.

An example of a service project might be volunteering to work at the animal shelter or a food bank for a few hours, collection drives, beach clean-ups, or volunteering for an existing event
Our troop wants to have a bake sale to raise money for the children’s hospital is that ok?

As stated in the Troop Financial Guidelines, Girl Scouts are not allowed to fundraise for another organization.

This includes:

· Accepting money on behalf of another organization

· Having a bake sale and donating all proceeds to another organization

· Soliciting donations (asking for money) for another organization

· See the guidelines for more information on troop fundraising

